Pronunciation 

Because two distinct register systems are evident in 
Cham there are a ntunber of differences with Vietnamese. 



Written Consonants » 
voiceless stops 



preglottalized 
stops 

nasals 

sonorants 

Written Vowels - long 

i U u 

t 3 

e a o 



tense 
P t 

ph th 


ch 
chh 


k 
kh 


b 
bh 


la 

d 

dh 


J 


g 
gh 


t> d 


dj 


- 






m 


n 


nh 


ng 


s 


h 




w 


1 


y 


r 



short 
I u 
e o 
a 



glides 
ia ua 
ea oa 



Spoken Consonants * 

p/b, t/d, ch/jj k/g are pronounced as Vietnamese 

p, t, ch, k without aspiration. 

ph/bh, th/dh, chh/jh, kh/gh are pronounced as English 

p, t, ch, k in initial po- 
sition with aspiration. 

"b, d are similar to Vietnamese b, d. 

m, n, nh, ng correspond to the same symbols in Vietnamese, 



s, h, 1, y are similar to the English symbols. 

w is pronounced between English v and w. 

r is pronounced as Vietnamese g (a fricative velar) . 

Although there are two written sets of consonants, 
the distinction comes rather in the pronunciation of the 
vowels • 



Spoken Vowels ■ 



Sound 



u 
u 



Description 



Low, central, long as in 
English ima'. After 
lax consonants it is 
breathy. 

Same as a but short. 

Low, back, long as in 
English ' law' after 
tense consonants . 
Breathy, higher after 
lax consonants . 

Same as o but short. 



Mid , back, long, glided as 
in English 'rose*. 

High, back, round as in 
English 'two' with lax 
consonants . 

After tense consonants 
it is tighter and lower. 

Same as u but short. 

High, central, unrounded . 
Lower, tighter after 
tense consonants. 

M id , central, unrounded 
as in English 'mud'. 
Somewhat higher with 
lax consonants. 

Mid, front as [ae] with 
tense consonants. 



Examples 



pak 


'four' 


dak 


'wax 

gourd ' 


pak 


'at' 


tok 


'bottom' 


dok 


'stay' 


tok 


' dripping 
sound ' 


t6k 


'to take' 


jadu 


'better- 
not sick' 



thu 



'dry' 



tuk 


'stew' 


lamU 


'five' 


hu 


•you(fam. ) 


b<tng 


'small 




lake' 


ddng 


'to stand' 


te 


'tea' 



Sound Description 

e Breathy, higher with 
lax consonants • 

e Same as e but short. 

t Mid, front, glided as 

in English 'may* . 

i High, front, long as 
in English *see* . 
Tenser after tense 
consonants . 

{ Same as i but short. 



Examples 



le 


'leg' 


pek 


'to pick 


mt 


•chief 


pading 


'on its 
side' 


pati 


'trunk' 


patll 


'plate' 
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